🌸Applying for a Blue Badge
A step-by-step guide for parents after NICU
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A Blue Badge allows you to park closer to your destination if you or your child have mobility difficulties or need to carry essential medical equipment.
For babies leaving NICU, this often applies if:
· Your child is on oxygen therapy or other bulky medical equipment.
· They need to be close to a car in case of emergencies.
· Carrying equipment long distances is unsafe or impractical.
🧾 Who Can Apply?
· Children under 16 with substantial medical needs.
· Babies and young children who need equipment that is bulky, heavy, or essential for their safety (e.g., oxygen cylinders, feeding pumps).
· Those who need to be transported urgently in emergencies.
📝 Step 1: Starting the Application
· Apply online at www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge — it will direct you to your local council’s website.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]You can also ask your council for a paper application form.
📑 Step 2: Documents You’ll Need
Prepare:
· Proof of identity (passport, birth certificate).
· Proof of address (utility bill, council tax statement). 
· Proof of child’s medical needs (letters from consultant, NICU discharge summary, or oxygen supply service).
· Benefit award letters if applicable.
· A recent passport-style photo of your child.
🖊 Step 3: Completing the Form
· Be clear about why you need the badge.
Explain:
· What equipment you must carry (oxygen cylinders, suction machines).
· Why walking distances is unsafe (baby could desaturate or tubing may dislodge).
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Use real examples:
· “We must carry two oxygen cylinders and a monitoring machine at all times.”
· “My baby needs immediate access to the car in case of oxygen failure.” 
📮 Step 4: Submitting the Application
· Submit online or return the paper form with documents.
· Some councils charge a fee (up to £10 in England).
· Processing time can take 6–12 weeks.
💡 Top Tips
· Stress the weight and bulk of equipment.
· Mention the urgency of emergencies (e.g., desaturation episodes).
· Include supporting evidence from your hospital, GP, or home oxygen service.
· If refused, you can appeal with extra medical evidence.
📞 Helpful Contacts
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Blue Badge Service (Gov.uk): www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge
· Local Council Blue Badge Team
· Bliss: www.bliss.org.uk
· Isla’s Journey: www.islasjourney.com
🌼 Final Reassurance
Applying for a Blue Badge can make everyday life safer and less stressful for NICU families. It ensures you can get your baby and their equipment in and out of the car quickly, and that you’re never far from safety if something goes wrong.
You are not alone — many families leaving NICU apply for this support, and it can make a real difference.
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